CHAPTER XIII

ANXIETIES,  DOUBTS AND TROUBLES

THE period of hopeful optimism with which Lord Reading
set out on his mission of applying the later reforms and of
giving a good start to the new Constitution was unhappily
of short duration. While he was insisting on the need of
patience, and calling for the goodwill and co-operation of all
the true friends of India within her borders, he found him-
self confronted with demands that could not be granted and
an unreasoning impatience that exceeded all the bounds of
practicability and even possibility. In those trying circum-
stances, all the more exasperating because unexpected,
Lord Reading has displayed a tact, consideration for others,
and a delicacy of sentiment that deserved our admiration,
and will make his period of authority a memorable epoch in
Indian history.

On several occasions, as the reader of his speeches will
discover, he dwelt on his anxieties and responsibilities, and
sometimes in a tone of regret for the easier times and less
exacting conditions his predecessors had enjoyed. He more
than once gave expression to his relief at finding himself
within the limits of one or other of the self-administering
States, havens of rest where the agitator and even the
clamorous and loud-voiced critic were unknown. But
whenever these brief ^respites ended he had to return to the
exacting and unpleasant realities of his task and station.
It must seem strange to outsiders that so true a friend of
India, and of Indian advancement, should be subjected to so
unkind a treatment and such a rude experience. The
reflection, should be taken to heart by the reasonable and
thinking members of the vast Indian communities who are
not under the thumb of professional politicians and hireling
agitators.

Lord Reading is an idealist. He has said so himself
repeatedly. His attitude during the war, Ms discourses
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